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Abstract 

5 The invention relates to a control device for 
preventively actuating a means for protecting vehicle 
occupants and/or road users in a motor vehicle. This 
control device comprises a decision stage which issues 
a triggering decision for the means for protecting 

10 vehicle occupants if a travel behavior of the vehicle 
which is critical for safety is determined using 
dynamic translational movement parameters- Furthermore, 
the control device comprises a plausibility checking 
stage for checking the plausibility of the triggering 

15 decision. This plausibility checking stage evaluates 
the triggering decision as implausible and prevents the 
means for protecting vehicle occupants and/or road 
users from being actuated if an evaluation of the time 
profile of parameters which are sensed in the vehicle, 

20 for example steering angle, activation of pedals, yaw 
rate or lateral acceleration, reveals that the travel 
behavior which is critical for safety corresponds, 
within predefinable limits, to a desired travel 
behavior. A travel behavior which is brought about in a 

25 deliberate and controlled fashion is considered to be a 
desired travel behavior. 
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(57) Abstract: The invention concerns a 
control device (I ) for preventively priming a 
means protecting a vehicle passenger and/or 
a road user (2) in a motor vehicle. Said 
control device comprises a decision stage 

(3) which delivers a decision for triggering 
the passenger protecting means (2) when a 
road behaviour of the vehicle, endangering 
safety, has been detected based on dynamic 
translalional parameters. Said control device 
further comprises a likelihood control stage 

(4) which serves to control the likelihood 
of the triggering decision. Said likelihood 
control stage (4) evaluates the triggering 
decision as being not likely and prevents the 
passenger and/or road user protecting means 
from being primed, when an evaluation 
of the time-based evolution of measurable 
quantities (7, 10, 11) detected in the vehicle, 
for example turn angle, pedal actuation, 
yaw rate or lateral acceleration, indicates 
that the road behaviour, endangering .safety, 
corresponds, within limits capable of being 
determined, is a deliberate behaviour, that is 
a road behaviour desired and controlled by 
the driver. 
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(57) Zusaifimcnrassung: Die Erfindung betrifft eine Steuervorrichtung (1) zur praventiven Ansleuerung eines Insassen- und/oder 
Partnerschutzmitlels (2) in einem Kraftfahrzeug. Diese Steuervorrichtung umfasst eine Entscheidungsstufe (3), welche dann eine 
Ausloseentscheidung fiir das Insassenschutzmiltel (2) abgibt, wenn unter Heranziehen von Fahrdynamikgrossen ein sicherheitskri- 
tisches Fahrverhalten des Fahrzeugs ermittelt wird. Weilerhin umfasst die Steuervorrichtung eine Plausibilisierungsstufe (4) zur 
Plausibilisierung der Ausl5seentscheidung. Diese Plausibilisierungsstufe (4) bewertet die Ausloseentscheidung als unplausibel und 
verhindert das Ansteuem des Insassen- und/oder Partnerschutzmittels, falls eine Bewertung des zeitlichen Verlaufs im Fahrzeug er- 
fasster Grossen (7, 10, II, ), wie beispielsweise Lenkwinkel, Pedalbetatigung, Gierrate oder Querbeschleunigung ergibt, dass das 
sicherheitskritische Fahrverhalten innerhalb vorgebbarer Grenzen einem Wunschfahrverhalten entspricht. Als Wunschfahrverhalten 
wird ein willkiirlich und kontrolliert herbeigefbhrtes Fahrverhalten betrachtet. 



